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The future role of cataloguers 
1. What type of library do you work for?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
University/Academic library 50.2% 316
Public library 19.0% 120
School library 4.3% 27
Don't currently work in a library 4.9% 31
Other 21.6% 136
Other (please specify) 
 
143
 answered question 630
 skipped question 2
2. Does your organisation employ cataloguers?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 84.5% 533
No 12.0% 76
N/A 3.5% 22
 answered question 631
 skipped question 1
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3. Do you undertake cataloguing duties in your library?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 71.8% 453
No 24.1% 152
N/A 4.1% 26
 answered question 631
 skipped question 1
4. What level are the staff employed in cataloguing duties in your library? 
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Professional (Librarian) 79.2% 500
Para-professional (Library 
Technician or equivalent) 60.1% 379
Non-professional 13.3% 84
N/A 3.3% 21
Other 4.9% 31
Other (please specify) 
 
35
 answered question 631
 skipped question 1
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5. Do you believe professional librarians are still required to perform cataloguing and 
classification duties?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 77.8% 479
No 13.8% 85
Unsure 8.4% 52
Please comment: 
 
282
 answered question 616
 skipped question 16
6. There is a perceived trend of not replacing cataloguing staff when existing staff leave, or 
of replacing them with non-professional staff. Do you believe this trend exists? 
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 75.7% 446
No 24.3% 143
Please comment: 
 
237
 answered question 589
 skipped question 43
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7. Has this happened at your institution or an institution you know of? 
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 57.0% 336
No 43.0% 253
 answered question 589
 skipped question 43
8. If you care to comment further on your answer please do.
 
Response 
Count
 
162
 answered question 162
 skipped question 470
9. Do you believe the traditional skills of cataloguers are transferable to other roles, for 
example metadata creation and analysis, search interface development, and reference 
services? 
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 96.1% 562
No 3.9% 23
Please comment: 
 
257
 answered question 585
 skipped question 47
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10. Do you believe today's library and information students are being taught appropriate 
cataloguing skills?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 17.4% 101
No 39.7% 230
Unsure 42.9% 249
 answered question 580
 skipped question 52
11. Do you believe that library courses need to change their curriculum to become more 
relevant to employers of cataloguers?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 50.3% 292
No 8.6% 50
Unsure 41.0% 238
 answered question 580
 skipped question 52
12. What changes would you recommend, if any?
 
Response 
Count
 
261
 answered question 261
 skipped question 371
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13. Do you believe there will be role for cataloguers in the future?
 
Response 
Percent
Response 
Count
Yes 86.7% 503
No 2.8% 16
Unsure 10.5% 61
Please comment: 
 
253
 answered question 580
 skipped question 52
14. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Please add any further 
comments you may have.
 
Response 
Count
 
97
 answered question 97
 skipped question 535
